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'I'o  Till-  Ch.airm.vx  and  Members  of  the  B.drrowford 
Urban  District  Coi  ncil. 

(lENTI.EMEN, 

I liave  tlie  lionoiir  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Urban  District 
ol  Barrowford  during  the  year  1923. 

St.'iTISTICS. 

In  Table  A,  attache<l  to  this  Repm-t,  are  shown  : (1)  tJie 

U.eneral  Statistics,  and  (2)  the  \’ital  Statistics  of  the  district, 
l-'roni  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  both  the  birth  rate  and  the 
death  rate  are  greater  than  in  the  pervious  year. 

Table  B shows  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  Table  U,  an  analysis  of  deaths  and  their  causes  in 
Barrowford. 

An  examination  of  Table  C will  reveal  the  gratifying  fact 
that  the  incidence  of  fatal  diseases  before  the  age  of  4S  years 
has  been  but  slight,  namely,  about  one-third  of  the  total  deaths, 
and  of  these  6 were  during  infancy,  6 were  due  to  Tuberculosis, 
and  3 were  due  to  accidents  of  pregnancy. 
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XoTii-iAHMC  I)isi;asi:s. 

I liciv  wc-n-  .44  notifications  of  infection^  disease,  and 
six  deaths,  hour  of  tliese  deaths  were  due  to  Pneumonia  and 
six  to  I ulmonarv  I nhercniosis.  Rooms  and  luaises  ])rcviously 
()ccn])ied  by  tubercular  |)atients  were  promptl\'  disinfected 
as  soon  as  information  of  their  removal  was  received. 

Special  Caixsics  of  Sick.xi-iss. 

A slight  epidemic  of  Chicken  Pox  occurred  in  the  2nd 
cpiartei  of  the  year,  and  there  were  two  cases  of  Smallpox 
notified. 


Xt  RSIXG  AkILVXC.EMFXTS  .\X1)  1 .XSTITI'IIOXS. 

1 hcie  arc  no  arrangements  for  professional  nursing  in  the 
liome  made  locally.  'Die  .services  of  the  Xclson  and  District 
Xnrsing  A.s.sociation,  however,  are  available  for  the  families 
of  weavers  under'  arrangements  made  by  the  \\’ca\-ers’ 
Association. 

Child  W'elfake. 

The  Child  \\’elfare  Centre,  established  bv  the  County 
Council,  is  open  every  Thursday  in  the  Congregational  School, 
Chinch  Street,  at  2-.4()  p.m.  It  is  supported  in  its  work  by  a 
represen tatii-e  Local  Committee  of  Ladies.  Supplies  of  food 
and  milk  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  milk  for 
infants,  are  there  obtainable. 

ISOLATIOX  OF  IXFI'CTIOl'S  1 )ISF.VSFS. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Xclson  Health 
Authority  to  accept  cases  cf  infection  in  the  Xelson  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Catlow.  These  were  utilised  for  cases  of  Smallpox 
and  .Scarlatina. 

Disixffctiox. 

Twenty-two  houses  have  been  disinfected  during  the  year 
by  a fumigation  lamp.  Clothing  and  bedding  are  .sent  to  llu* 
Steam  Disinfector  of  the  Health  Department,  Xclson. 

Amp.I'LAXCF  h'ACILITIltS. 

(n)  Inlectioiis  cases --N^elson  Health  Department. 

{!>)  Non-Infections  and  acr  ident  cases— Xelson  Tire 
Station. 


SANITARY  AD.M  IXISTITYITON. 

W'atick  Sri’iMA'. 

I he  source  ol  tlie  water  sui)i)ly  is  the  Xelsuu  Cori)oralion 
I plaiul  Surface  Water.  Tlie  water  is  good. 

Sc.WENGiNa;. 

Seax’enging  and  removal  of  Iiouse  refuse  is  carried  out 
satisfactorily  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

There  is  Jio  refuse  destructor,  but  the  ashes  are  conveyed 
to  the  “ tip,’’  and  the  nightsoil  to  the  land. 

Dk.vix.age. 

1 his  is  carried  out  by  means  of  eartliernware  pipe  sewers. 
Ihey  arc  regularly  flushed,  and  discharge  into  a system  of 
septic  tanks,  sprinklers,  and  sedimentation  tanks. 

B.\ke-houses. 

I here  are  ten  Bake-hou.ses  in  the  district,  and  their 
condition  is  satisfactory. 

Sl.aughtek-hoeses. 

h'i\-e  Slaughter-houses  are  registered  and  licensed.  Their 
condition  is  satisfactory. 

Lodging-houses. 

Ihere  are  no  registered  Lodging-houses  in  the  district. 

Schools. 

There  are  three  Schools  in  the  district,  and  their  sanitary 
comlition  is  .satisfactory. 

I).MKii:s. 

Dairies  <nc  periodically  inspected  and  their  coiKlition 
IS  satisfactory.  'There  are  thirty-five  registered  and  regulated 
under  the  order  of  the  L.G.B.  'There  are  no  milkshops. 

Food. 

1 ourtcen  jiounds  of  tinned  beet  ha\'e  been  surrendered 
and  two  cwts.  of  decayed  fruit.  Xo  jirosecutions  were  neccssar\'. 


XrisAXCi'.s. 


Si.\(.\'-()nc  notices  ol  nuisances  were  served,  l)ut  no  lef^al 
process  was  rendered  necessary.  One  hundred  and  eight 
nuisances  were  abated  through  the  ;iction  of  the  Local 
Authority. 

('Losins  .\xi)  Asiiiu'is. 

'I'hcre  arc  thirty-one  privy  middens,  with  fourteen  closets 
attached.  Tliere  are  twenty  pail  closets,  and  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-two  dry  ashjats.  There  are  one  hundred  anfl 
ninet}^  fresh-water  closets,  S'f8  waste  -water  closets,  329  portable 
receptacles  for  refuse. 

All  new  property  will  be  provided  with  fresh  w.c.’s. 

Smoke  Nuis.xxces. 

No  obseivations  have  been  made,  and  no  legal  proceedings 
taken.  The  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke 
is  ten  minutes  per  hour. 

He.-vltii  AuTHORrriES. 

The  Authorities  adopted  are  : — “ The  Infectious  Disease 
(Prevention)  Act,  1890,”  and  “ The  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890.” 

Public  He.vlth  St.-vfe. 

The  Medical  Oflicer  of  Health  ; Alfred  E.  Seller,  F.R.I.P.H. 
etc.  The  .services  of  the  iM.O.H.  are  part  time. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Thomas  Cyril  Slack,  M.R.  San.  Inst. 
These  services  are  also  part  time. 

Housixg. 

hdve  new  houses  liave  been  erected  during  the  year  bv 
private  enter]irisc.  Thirteen  houses  were  inspected  for  sanitary 
infringements  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  .-\cts). 
'riiirly-one  houses  wc-re  inspected  under  the  1 lousing  (Insi)ection 
of  Disti'ict)  Regulations,  1910,  and  lhe.se  ins[)eclions  were  fully 
recorded  as'  directed  by  the  regulations.  Sex’en  delectwe 
dwellinghouses  ha\'e  been  rendered  fit  in  consequcmcc  of 
informal  action  by  the  IhD.C.  or  its  officers.  No  formal  notices 
were  served. 
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XOTABI.K  SaMTARV  1 M I’KOVEMENTS. 

Sewage  Works  Iniproveineiit  ; Conversion  of  two  storm 
tanks  into  septic  tanks  ; new  syplion  ; new  sprinkler  arms  ; 
con\'ersion  of  Inimns  tanks  into  storm  tanks  ; two  new  humus 
tanks. 

Chiee  Saxitakv  Requirements. 

The  paving  of  private  streets. 

I have  tlie  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  E.  SELLER, 

Medical  Officcy  of  Health 


N 


TahiJ':  a. 

1 . — ''i1-:nekai.  Statistics. 

Area  (acres) 1 ..'-{Hy 

Population  (estimated,  1923) s,6Sr, 

2. — Extk.\cts  frctm  Vitai.  Statistics  of  the  \’e.\k  1923. 

lotal.  .Male.  Female. 

Births  ^ Legitimate  89  ...  35  ...  54 

^ Illegitimate  4 ;■{  ) 

deaths  87  ...  30  ...  37 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  from  sepsis 1 

consequence  of,  childbirth from  other  causes..  2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  j'ear  of  age  : — 

Total  ...  11  Legitimate  ...  10  Illegitimate  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages  1 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

,,  Diarrhcea  (under  2 years  of  age) 3 

Rates  per  1,000  of  Poiu^lation. 


Mc.in  of  I'eii  years 

1913-1922  

Birlti- 
r 1 1 

15.7 

iiite 

..  13.2 

Piitliisi.'* 

1 »e;an- 
rale 

...  0.65 

Kate  of  deal  Its 
11  rider  1 year  to 
1,000 

88 

1922 

13.1  ., 

,.  10.6 

...  0.17 

...  120 

1923 

hicycase  or  Decrease 

16.3  .. 

,.  11.7 

...  1.05 

...  118 

in  1923  on — 

'J'en  Years’  .Iverage.. 

+ 0 6 .. 

. -1.5  .. 

. +0.46  .. 

+ 30 

Previous  Year 

+ 3.2  .. 

. +1.1  .. 

. +0,88  .. 

_ 2 

lUKTK  KATK,  DF.ATir  kATIC,  AXl)  AXA[,VSIS  ()!•  A[()RTA[.ITV  l)rRIX(;  Till-:  VICAR,  I‘-)2:-5. 

(Pror  sioval  figure^.  The  Hates  u<y  Kngknut  amt  Wales  hare  Icen  ralrtilotcil  nii  k pojyiil  ion  estimated  to  the  iiiiddle  at'  /'j’.'-'l,  while  thuse  fur  the 
towns  have  been  calculated  on  populations  estimated  to  the  mahlte  of  I'he  viurtality  rates  refer  to  the  teiiulc  popnlatiou  as  regards 

England  and  ira/e5,  but  only  to  civilians  as  regards  London  and  the  groups  of  towns.) 
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TAP.r,E  C.— ANALYSIS -OI'  DEATHS  AND  CAUSES  IN  BARROWI-ORD. 
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Annual  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector 

l-oK  Yeah  1923. 


I'o  TIIK  ('ll.MNM.W  .\N1)  MeMHEKS  OE  IHE  B.\KKO\VE(  )K1) 

Ukb.\n  District  Council. 

(iENTLEMEN, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Ivejiort 
of  the  sanitary  work  dealt  with  during  the  year  1923. 

Inspection  .\nd  Xcisances  de.m.t  with. 

Periodical  insj^ections  iia\'e  been  made  during  the  year 
for  the  detection  and  suppression  of  nuisances. 

Sixty-one  informal  notices  were  ser\'ed  for  various 
infringements. 

The  following  108  defects  were  remedied  during  the  vear  : 


Defective  Waste  W'ater  Closets 9 

,,  Drains 10 

,,  Ashpits 4 

Nuisance  from  Animals 3 

Accumulatiims  of  Rubbish  2 

Accumulations  of  I'oul  Matter 5 

Defective  Rain  Water  Spouts 8 

Roofs  Repaired  6 

Miscellaneous 29 

New  M'ater  Closets  provided 0 

New  Privy  Pails  provided 6 

New  Ashbins  provided  20 


Total 108 

Hocsing  : Inspection  (je  District  Regue.vtions,  1910. 

llou.ses  Inspected 33 

Closing  Orders Nil 

Mouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  without 

Closing  Orders 7 


1 lie  nuisances  and  defects  lound  in  these  insjiections 
were  ciiiefly  structual  and  dampness. 
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Si.Ai  c.ii  riCK-iiousics. 

Xunibe'r  of  Kcgislrrcd  and  Idccn.scd  Slaii^'lilcr- 

1 louses 5 

Xiimher  of  defects  found  and  abated  1 

I'fAKiaiOl'SICS. 

Xuiuber  on  Register  10 

Xumber  of  defects  found I 

X umber  of  defects  abated 1 

I)aikii;s  and  Cowsiiicds. 

Xumlx’r  of  Cowslieds  on  Register  d2 

One  verbal  and  one  informal  notice  were  given  for 
infringements.  They  were  botli  complied  with. 

Xo.  of  Pur\  eyors  of  i\Iilk  on  Register 24 

'I'lic  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are  kei)t  in  a fairly  satisfactory 
state. 

Factokies  .\ni)  W’okkshoes. 


Xumber  of  defects  found  and  abatetl ’ d 

Oeeexsive  Trades. 

Xumber  on  Register 1 

There  were  no  infringements. 

b'ooD. 


Food  surrendered  : — 14  lbs.  of  tinned  beef  unfit  lor  food, 
and  2 cwt.  of  decayed  fruit. 

Infectious  Disicasr:  .\nd  ])isinit:ction. 

There  were  22  houses  disinfected  with  formaldeh\‘de 
\apour  or  spray. 

Ria  USE  ScA\  i:n(;in(;. 


Ashbins  emjitied 

...8228 

Loads  of  Ashes  tipped  ...I  18(1 

.\sh])its  emptied  

. . . .2298 

Loads  of  Xightsoil  tipjied  ICO 

Frivv  Fails  emplied.. . . 

. ...  198 

Loads  of  Trade  Refuse 

Fi  i\  v I'anks  em))l  ied . . 

2 12 

tippl'd  71 

1 am,  Cienflemen, 

^’our  obedient  seiA’ant, 

T.  C.  SF.ACK,  M.R.  San.  Inst. 


Annual  Report  of  Surveyor 


I'oK  ^'I'AK  1923. 


1 ( ■I.'iIR.MAX  .VXD  ]\I  i:  .MlilCKS  OI-'  TUI';  l^.\RRO\Vl''(1RI ) 
I'RliAN  I )lSTRIC  r Coi  Nl  II  , 

r.KN  ri.i:Mi:x, 

I have  the  lioiKmr  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
ol  tlie  work  of  the  Surveyor’s  Deparlincnt. 


Ih.AXS. 

During  the  year  the  followiny  Plans  were  ap()ro\’e(l  ; 
Plans  relatint<'  to  8 Dwellintt-houses, 

..  ,,  I \\'orksho]). 

>•  ,,  I Bay  Window. 

>■  ..  I h.xtension  to  Xiirsiny  Home. 

” >•  I Cowshed  and  h'arm  Huildiny. 

• • 3 Wash-houses. 

'•  ,,  2 Motor  ('lara.yes. 

lO  Motor  r.arages  (Temi)orary  Biiildin.ys). 

..  I Sah's  Shop  ( I em|>orary  Buildinft). 

2 Domestic  Stores  (Temporary  Buildings). 
” >•  ' ‘>^h-hou.se  (Temporarv  Building). 

,,  Rstate  Plan. 

Plans  relating  to  .32  Hitildiiigs  and  Itsfales  iif)f>nnrd. 

5 houses  were  certified  for  habitation. 
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Works  Exkcutfi)  nFuiNc,  riii'  ^'^.AR. 

Skwac.f:  Drsi'osAi.  W'orks. 

.Mterations  and  extensions  have  been  carried  ont  at  your 
Sewage  Disposal  Works,  under  the  direction  of  your  Consulting 
Engineer,  C.  j.  I.omax,  M.I.C.E.,  and  Mr.  C.  Pearson  has 
acted  as  Clerk  of  Works. 

'I'lie  scheme  included  the  conversion  of  2 storm  tanks 
into  septic  tanks,  the  conversion  of  tlie  circular  humus  tanks 
into  storm  tanks,  the  construction  of  2 sedimentation  tanks, 
4 sludge  drying  lagoons,  new  pump-house  and  pump,  and  a 
new  draw-off  syphon  in  the  dosing  chamber.  The  old  storm 
lagoons  were  cleansed,  the  sprinklers  were  dismantled  and 
new  sprinkler-arms  fixed,  and  a relief  drain  was  laid  near  the 
detritus  tank. 

The  scheme  \vas  approaching  com])letion  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  Rainfall  taken  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  M’orks  was  : 


Inches. 

January 5.53 

February 6.30 

March 1.57 

April  3.33 

Ma\^ 4.56 

June 90 

July 5.73 

August 6.33 

September 5.70 

October 5.37 

November 6.73 

December 3.63 


55.68  Total  for  year. 


Ci.Assll.  Sf.coxi).\rv  Roads. 

Road  F.Q. 

.\bout  1,200  super  yards  of  granite  surfacing  and  8,000 
super  yards  of  tar  si)raying  were  carried  out  on  Colne  Road 
and  Wheatley  Lane. 


Road  I'.S. 


I’lirliiHis  ()l  (';in'  I lall  Ixoad  waa'c  rrlaid  in  graiiiln  niacadaiii , 
the  area  laid  being  apiiro.xiinatelv  1,200  snpei'  ynrds.  The  I’oot- 
path  was  relaid  in  graded  clinker.  Tar  spraying  a.nd  general 
rejiairs  were  also  carried  out. 

rNci..vss[i  n-:i)  Sixondakv  Ro.m). 

Road  105. 

During  the  year  300  super  yards  of  tar  macadam  and 
1,100  yards  ol  granite  surfacing  were  e.xecuted  on  the 
Barnoldswick  Road,  2,600  sui)er  yards  of  spraying  with 
Bristowe’s  Tarvia  was  carried  out,  and  a short  length  of 
footpath  relaid. 

Application  was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Transport  for 
Classification  lor  (frant  Earning  on  Expenditure,  Imt  the 
application  was  not  succssful. 

IvO.M)  1 .MPKOVHMHXT. 

Plans  and  Estimates  were  prepared  for  a road  widening 
and  imi)rovement  at  the  junction  of  Barnoldswick  and  Gisburn 
Roads.  The  scheme  proxddes  for  the  taking  down  of  a 
dangerous  building,  the  .setting  back  of  a dangerous  corner, 
the  widening  of  the  carriageways,  and  the  pro\:ision  of  a 
footpath. 

Tlie  sclieme  was  apja-oved,  the  County  Council  have 
•agreed  to  make  a grant  towards  the  cost  of  executing  the  work, 
and  the  work  was  commenced  during  the  month  of  December. 

P.\KK  .AND  RI'CRIv.ATIOX  GkouxI). 

During  the  \’ear  the  Park  on  the  Lower  Park  Mill  Estate 
was  opened  to  the  public,  also  the  Recreation  Ground  on  the 
same  estate  was  thrown  open.  .\  reinforced  concrete  and 
vied  joist  bridge  from  Wilton  Street  to  the  Recreation  Gronnd 
was  erected  and  carried  oid  by  the  Council’s  direct  labour. 

A short  length  of  river  wall  in  reinforced  concrete  and 
works  of  prevention  were  carried  out  for  jrrotection  against 
the  river  erosion  going  on  at  the  Colne  Mater  side  of  the 
Recreation  Gronnd. 


1(S 

Al  l ()  imi:n' r (',.\i<i)i:n's, 

Apj)! i).\inuit(‘lv  4 acrt's  of  land  wnro  laid  out  lor  allotment 
i^ardens,  and  3 acres  tor  poultry  ])lots  on  Lower  ILirk  Hill 
Instate.  'I'hesc  are  in  addition  to  the  Councirs  allotments 
which  are  still  occu]:)ied  for  this  i)nrix)sc  in  Pasture  Lane. 

1 am,  (ientlcmen, 

^’our  obedient  servant, 

T.  C.  SLACK,  .M.LM.  A-  C.E. 


Notifiable  iNFEcriogs  Diseases. 
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17,  or  85  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  were  removed  to  Hospital ; 3 cases 
only  were  treated  at  home.  Every  case  where  it  was  considered 
isolation  and  treatment  could  not  he  effectively  carried  out  at 
home  was  removed  to  Hospital. 

The  incidence  rate  (cases  per  1,000  of  population)  was  0'59, 
compared  with  1‘04  for  England  and  Wales,  and  2‘28  for  London. 
Had  the  incidence  rate  in  Barnes  corresponded  to  that  in  London^ 
there  would  have  occurred  in  the  District  115  cases. 

One  death  occurred,  representing  a mortality  rate  per  100 
cases  of  5*00,  compared  with  a rate  of  6'7  per  cent,  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  5'8  per  cent,  for  London. 

Table  showing  thenumber  of  notifications  of  Diphtheria  received 
during  1923,  the  number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  and  the 
number  of  cases  treated  at  home,  arranged  in  ^four-weekly 
periods : — 


Four-weekly  period  ending : 

Number  of  cases 
notified. 

Number  of  cases 
removed  to 
Hospital. 

Number  of  cases 
treated  at  home. 

January  27  ... 

1 

1 

February  24 

3 

2 

1 

March  24 

2 

2 

— 

April  21  

3 

3 

— 

May  19 

1 

1 

— 

June  16 

— 

— 

— 

July  14  

— 

— 

— 

August  11  ... 

1 

1 

— 

September  8 

2 

1 

1 

October  6 ... 

3 

2 

1 

November  3 

2 

2 



December  1 





— 

December  31 

2 

2 

— 

Total 

20 

17 

3 

i8 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  and 
the  incidence  rate  (cases  per  1,000  of  population),  the  number  of 
cases  and  the  percentage  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  and  the  mortality-rate  per  100  cases  during  1923 
and  during  the  previous  10  years  : — 


Year. 

Number  nf 
Cases 
Notified. 

Number  of 
cases  remov- 
ed to  hospital 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Incidence  Rate. 
Cases  per  1,000 
of  Population. 

Percentage 
Removed 
to  Hospital. 

Mortality 
Rate  per 
100  cases. 

1913 

67 

43 

2 

201 

64  7o 

3-00 

1914 

56 

40 

— 

1 61 

71 

0-00 

1915 

41 

32 

1 

1-22 

78 

2-44 

1916 

34 

25 

1 

1-06 

74 

2-94 

1917 

28 

27 

1 

0-86 

96 

3-57 

1918 

29 

28 

3 

0-89 

97 

10-34 

1919 

42 

38 

4 

1-27 

90 

9-52 

1920 

103 

56 

7 

3-07 

54 

680 

1.921 

90 

77 

1 

2-88 

84 

1-10 

1922 

65 

61 

3 

190 

94 

4-61 

1923 

20 

17 

1 

0-59 

85 

500 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  only^  moderately  prevalent  in  the  District 
during  1923.  The  cases  were  fairly  evenly  distributed  throughout 
the  year  ; a definite  but  small  outbreak  occurred  at  the  beginning 
of  July. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  74,  of  which 
69,  or  93  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital.  In  5 of 
the  cases  the  home  circumstances  were  such  that  effective  isolation 
could  be  carried  out  at  the  patients’  homes,  and  these  cases  w'ere 
not  removed. 

The  incidence-rate  (cases  per  1,000  of  the  population)  was 
2’i8 — that  for  England  and  Wales  being  2-23  and  for  London  2-22. 

No  death  occurred  amongst  the  74  cases  notified.  The 
mortality  rate  per  100  cases  was  F3  for  England  and  Wales  and 
1‘1  for  London. 
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A child  belonging  to  this  District  contracted  Scarlet  Fever 
whilst  temporarily  resident  in  the  County  of  London ; he  was 
removed  to  one  of  the  iMetropolitan  Asylum  Board’s  Hospitals  and 
■died  in  that  Institution.  This  death  is  assignable  to  this  District 
as  an  inward  transfer. 

There  were  2 “ return  cases  ” of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year, 
infection  of  the  second  case  occurring  5 days  and  19  days  respec- 
tively after  the  return  home  from  Hospital  of  the  infecting  case. 
There  was  no  evidence  of  infectivity  in  the  case  of  either  of  these 
children  at  the  time  of  their  discharge  from  Hospital. 

The  preventive  measures  taken  have  been  of  the  same  character 
as  those  carried  out  during  1921  and  1922,  details  regarding  these 
will  be  found  on  reference  to  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1921  (page  23). 

Table  showing  the  number  of  Notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever 
received  during  1923,  the  number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital, 
and  the  number  of  cases  treated  at  home  arranged  in  four-weekly 
periods : — 


Four  weekly  period  ending  : — 

Number  of  cases 
notified. 

Number  of  cases 
removed  to 
Hospital. 

Number  of  cases, 
treated  at  home. 

January 

27 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

February 

24 

5 

4 

March 

24 

6 

5 

April... 

21 

5 

5 

May  ... 

19 

4 

4 

June  .. 

16 

7 

6 

1 

July  ... 
August 

14 

11 

14 

3 

14 

3 

September 

8 

7 

7 

October 

6 

4 

4 

November 

3 

9 

8 

1 

December 

1 

3 

3 

December 

31 

4 

4 

— 

Totals 

74 

69* 

5 

One  case  was  removed  to  a London  Hospital. 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified 
and  the  incidence-rate  (cases  per  1,000  of  population),  the  number 
of  cases  and  percentage  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  and  mortality  rate  per  100  cases  during  1923  and 
during  the  past  10  years  : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

No.  Ilf  Cases 
removed 
to  Hospital. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Incidence  Rate  : 
Cases  per  1,000 
of  Popu  latirn. 

Percentage 
removed 
to  Hospital. 

Mortality 
Rate  per 
100  Cases. 

1913 

95 

82 



2-85 

86 

0 00 

1914 

153 

119 

— 

4 40 

78 

O'OO 

1915 

137 

111 

3 

4 09 

81 

2 19 

1916 

94 

81 

2 

2 94 

86 

213 

1917 

37 

35 

— 

M2 

95 

000 

1918 

32 

25 

1 

0-99 

78 

3-13 

1919 

88 

63 

— 

2-65 

72 

000 

1920 

69 

57 

1 

2‘02 

83 

1-45 

1921 

108 

83 

1 

3.18 

77 

092 

1922 

100 

85 

4 

2-93 

85 

4-00 

1923 

74 

69- 

— 

2 IS 

93 

000 

* One  case  removed  to  a London  Hospital. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 

One  case  only  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified  during  1923,  this 
being  a mild  case  of  paratyphoid  fever  in  a child.  A careful 
investigation  was  made,  but  the  source  of  infection  was  not 
discovered. 

The  comparative  freedom  of  the  District  from  Enteric  Fever  is 
significant  and  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  safety  of  the  water  supply 
and  to  the  almost  universal  adoption  throughout  the  District  of  a 
water  carriage  system  of  sewage  disposal. 

The  cases  notified  during  the  previous  5 years  were  0,  0,  3,. 
1 and  0 respectively. 

Comparative  figures  are  : — Incidence  Rate  (cases  per  1,000  of 
population) — Barnes,  0 03 ; London,  0 07 ; England  and  Wales, 
008.  Mortality  Rate  per  100  cases— Barnes,  00  per  cent.; 
London,  11-3  per  cent ; England  and  Wales,  11  9 per  cent. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 
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SMALL-POX. 

Small-pox  was  present  in  England  and  Wales  throughout  the 
whole  of  1923,  2473  cases  being  notified  during  the  year  (654  cases 
occurring  at  Gloucester).  Eleven  cases  only  were  notified  in  the 
County  of  London.  No  case  occurred  in  this  District,  but  in  view 
of  the  occurrence  of  cases  in  neighbouring  Sanitary  Areas  special 
preventive  measures  were  continued  as  in  1922. 

Vaccination. 

The  following  return  as  to  Vaccination  during  1923,  has  been 
supplied  to  me  by  the  Vaccination  Officer  for  the  District : — 


Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  496 

Certificates  of  successful  Vaccination  ...  ...  404 

Certificates  of  exemption  (statutory  declarations)  ...  92 

Certificates  of  Insusceptibility  ...  ...  ...  3 

Removals  from  District...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Postponements  (health  of  Child)  ...  ...  ...  24 


Certificates  of  Insusceptibility  from  Public  Vaccinator  — 
Certificates  of  infectious  disease  or  condition  of  house  — 

The  prevalence  of  Small-pox  in  this  Country  has  had  the  effect 
of  markedly  increasing  the  number  of  primary  vaccinations.  In  1922 
524  births  were  registered  and  528  primary  vaccinations  were 
performed  ; and  even  during  1923  the  primary  vaccinations  num- 
bered over  four-fiths  of  the  number  of  births  registered  during  the 
year.  In  addition  a very  large  number  of  persons,  both  children 
and  adults,  were  re-vaccinated, 

MEASLES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Measles  notified  was  82.  At  no  period 
of  the  year  was  the  disease  epidemic. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  in  each  of  the  previous  5 years 
was  in  1918,  620  cases;  1919,  159  cases;  in  1920,  570  cases  ; in 
1921,  44  cases  ; and  in  1922,  590  cases  respectively. 

No  death  occurred  from  this  disease.  The  death-rate  from 
Measles  in  London  for  the  year  was  0.08  per  thousand  of  the 
population  and  for  England  and  Wales  it  was  0.14  per  thousand. 
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The  important  steps,  apart  from  precautionary  measures  to- 
limit  as  far  as  possible  the  spread  of  the  disease,  are  to  endeavour 
to  persuade  the  parents  to  obtain  medical  treatment  in  all  cases 
and,  by  instructions  to  the  parents,  to  secure  for  the  patient  the 
care  in  nursing  which  is  so  important  in  avoiding  the  serious 
complications  of  the  disease.  These  are  the  steps,  amongst  others, 
taken  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  their  work  of  “ following  up”  the 
cases  notified,  and  this  work  has  had  most  beneficial  results. 

It  has  been  really  astonishing  what  a large  proportion  of 
mothers  have  in  this  way  been  persuaded  to  call  in  a Doctor  in 
cases  of  Measles.  Rigid  e.xclusion  from  School  of  infectious- 
convalescents  and  of  susceptible  contacts  has  been  practised. 

PNEUMONIA. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  in  1923  was  26,  contrasted  with 
67,  35,  34  and  29  respectively  in  1919,  1920,  1921  and  1922.  Prior 
to  1919  the  disease  was  not  notifiable. 

Cases  notified  from  the  homes  of  families  in  poor  circumstances- 
are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors,  and  where  the  conditions  are 
such  that  a case  cannot  receive  appropriate  nursing  and  treatment 
at  home,  the  patient  is  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for 
treatment,  providing  there  is  accommodation  at  the  time. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Three  ca.ses  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year. 
In  one  of  the  cases  the  disease  terminated  fatally,  death  occurring, 
from  pulmonary  embolism  following  thrombosis  of  the  femoral  vein. 
Of  the  two  cases  which  recovered,  one  was  removed  to  the  Rich- 
mond Poor-Law  Infirmary,  the  other  was  treated  at  home. 

The  notifications  for  each  of  the  preceding  5 years  numbered 
3,  2,  4,  0,  and  1 respectively. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Nine  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified.  No  death  occurred 
from  this  disease. 

The  number  of  notifications  for  each  of  the  previous  5 years- 
being  2,  13,  13,  6 and  6 respectively. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Three  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified,  con- 
trasted with  3,  2,  3,  1 and  3 respectively  in  the  previous  5 years. 

One  of  the  cases  was  treated  in  Hospital,  and,  fortunately,  no 
impairment  of  vision  resulted  in  either  of  the  cases  notified. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  is  an  inflammation  of  the  eyes  of 
newly-born  infants,  the  eyes  becoming  infected  at  the  time  of  birth 
or  subsequently  by  conveyance  of  infection  from  the  hands  of  the 
mother  or  nurse.  The  disease  is  to  be  regarded  with  the  utmost 
gravity  as  it  results  only  too  often  in  partial  loss  of  sight  or  com- 
plete blindness.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  is  the  cause  of  the 
blindness  of  over  40  per  cent,  of  the  inmates  of  our  Institutions  for 
the  Blind.  In  consequence  of  its  importance  the  disease  was  made 
notifiable  by  doctors  and  midwives  in  1914.  I am  convinced  that  a 
certain  proportion  of  these  cases  are  not  notified  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  Neona- 
torum) Regulations,  1914,  and  in  the  event  of  any  such  cases  of 
non-compliance  with  the  Regulations  coming  to  light  1 shall  advise 
the  Council  to  institute  proceedings  against  the  person  failing  to 
notify. 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA. 

Encephalitis  lethargica  is  a disease  of  an  obscure  nature  and 
very  liable  to  be  confounded  with  other  diseases  ; it  is  infectious 
and  has  a high  rate  of  mortality  and  is  accordingly  an  important 
disease  from  a public-health  aspect. 

During  the  year  two  patients  were  notified  as  suffering  from 
this  disease  and  both  cases  were  investigated  by  me. 

Case  (1).  Female,  aged  34  years,  notified  on  1st  June,  the 
onset  of  symptoms  being  on  the  19th  May;  the  patient  was 
admitted  to  the  National  Hospital  for  Paralysis,  Queen’s  Square, 
on  1st  June,  but  was  discharged  again  at  the  request  of  her 
relatives  on  June  4th;  she  died  on  the  16th  June. 

Case  (2).  Male,  aged  12  years,  notified  on  September  4th  ; the 
disease  proved  rapidly  fatal,  the  patient  dying  on  September  7th. 
The  patient  was  not  removed  to  Hospital.  From  the  history  and 
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nature  of  the  symptoms  it  would  appear  probable  that  this  case 
was  one  of  Acute  Polioencephalitis,  a disease  which  was  somewhat 
prevalent  in  the  country  at  this  period. 

Careful  investigation  into  these  two  cases  failed  to  show  any 
connection  between  them,  and  in  neither  was  there  obtainable  a 
history  of  any  recent  illness  or  indisposition  amongst  other 
members  of  the  household  which  could  possibly  be  regarded  as  an 
abortive  case  of  the  disease. 

ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS. 

Three  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year. 

This  disease  is  an  infectious  one  and  has  to  be  regarded 
seriously,  especially  as,  even  if  not  ending  fatally,  the  resulting 
paralysis  is  often  severe,  seriously  crippling  the  patient  in  about 
half  the  cases  which  recover. 

In  addition  to  measures  taken  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread 
of  infection  it  is  important  to  secure  effective  treatment  with  the 
object  of  lessening  as  far  as  possible  the  ultimate  paralysis  and 
consequent  crippling:  this  is  usually  best  secured  by  treatment  in 
Hospital. 

The  three  cases  occurred  at  a period  when  the  desease  was 
prevalent  in  the  Country  generally,  viz.  in  September,  the  month  of 
maximum  prevalence.  In  each  of  the  cases  inquiry  showed 
that  the  patient  contracted  the  disease  whilst  away  from  the 
district  on  holiday. 

One  of  the  cases  was  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital, 
Paddington,  the  other  to  the  National  Hospital  for  Paralysis, 
Queen’s  Square,  but  in  both  these  cases  (a  girl  aged  16  years  and 
a boy  aged  9 years)  the  disease  proved  rapidly  fatal.  The  third  case 
was  of  a mild  nature  and  recovered. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  34  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  11 
cases  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  representing 
an  incidence-rate  (cases  per  1,000  of  population)  of  0-99  for 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  of  1'08  for  all  forms  of  the  disease. 
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The  number  of  notifications  from  this  disease  during  the  previous 
10  years  is  shown  in  the  table  on  page  16. 

The  number  of  deaths  assignable  to  this  district,  after  correc- 
tion for  transferable  deaths,  from  Tuberculosis  was  24  (21  being  due 
to  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  and  3 to  the  non-pulmonary 
form),  representing  a death-rate  of  0-70  per  thousand  of  population 
for  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  and  of0’61  per  1,000  of  population  for 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  New  Cases  of 
Tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  during  the  year  1923,  and  the  number  of  deaths  which 
occurred  from  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
during  the  year. 


NEW  CASES 

* 

DEATHS. 

AGE-PERIODS. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulinonaiy. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

'Male 

Fem’le 

Male 

Fem'le 

Male 

Fem’le 

Male 

Fem’le 

0-1 

1-5 

5-10 

years 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— - 

I 

— 

M ... 

1 J * • • 





1 











10-15 

1 

2 

3 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

15-20 

ft  • • • 

2 

1 

— 

1 

. 

2 

— 

— . 

20-25 

ft  • • • 

6 

1 

— 

— 



1 

— 

— 

25-35 

ft  • • • 

6 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

35-45 

... 

4 

2 

— 



5 

1 

— 

— 

45-55 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

1 

- 

— 

55-65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

- 

— 

65 

,,  and  over 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 



— 

— 

All  ages  ... 

24 

10 

7 

4 

* 14 

7 

2 

1 

* In  addition  to  primary  notifications  all  other  new  cases  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  M.O.H.  are  included  in  these  figures. 


Notification  of  Tuberculosis. 

Of  the  24  deaths  from  tuberculosis  assignable  to  this  District 
during  1923,  18  were  deaths  of  residents  who  died  within  the 
District  and  of  these  all  had  been  notified  during  the  life-time  of 
the  patient.  Six  deaths  were  of  residents  who  died  at  addresses 
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outside  the  District  (transferable  deaths)  and  of  these  2 had  not 
been  notified  in  the  District. 

The  proportion  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total 
tuberculosis  deaths  is,  therefore,  including  these  2 inward  transfers, 
only  8 per  cent. 

Preventive  Work  in  relation  to  Tuberculosis 
carried  out  by  the  Council. 

(1)  Home  Visiting. — The  home  of  every  patient  notified 
is  visited  by  a Health  Visitor  with  the  object  of  giving  in- 
structions and  advice  as  to  prevention,  and  of  inquiring  into 
the  home  conditions.  Sanitary  defects  discovered  are  reported 
to  the  Health  Department  for  remedy.  A total  of  257  home 
visits  were  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  connection  with 
patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

(2)  Sputum  outfits  are  supplied  for  the  patient’s  use  if 
required. 

(3)  Disinfectants  are  supplied  from  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

(4)  Disinfection  at  the  home  is  carried  out  after  death, 
or  on  a patient’s  admission  to  an  institution,  and  on  such  other 
occasions  as  are  necessary. 

(5)  To  assist  in  the  early  diagnosis  of  cases,  specimens  of 
sputum  are  examined  bacteriologically  at  the  Council’s 
laboratory  free  of  charge.  There  were  133  specimens  of 
sputum  examined  during  the  year. 

Treatment — Dispensary  and  Institutional. 

The  Surrey  County  Council  is  the  Local  Authority  responsible 
for  the  treatment  (institutional,  dispensary,  and  domiciliary)  of  all 
tuberculosis  cases  within  the  Urban  District,  and  statistical 
returns  as  to  the  work  carried  out  are  furnished  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  and  will  be  published  in  his  Annual  Report. 

In  addition  to  acting  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I carry  out 
the  duties  of  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  the  District. 
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Two  Health  Visitors  carry  out,  amongst  other  duties,  the  work 
of  Tuberculosis  Nurses. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Surrey  County  Council,  a Tuber- 
culosis Dispensary  is  provided  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  Grounds, 
and  advanced  cases,  from  the  County  area,  as  well  as  from  the 
Urban  District,  are  admitted  to  a special  Tuberculosis  Block  at  the 
Hospital.  Tuberculosis  patients  in  this  District  are  also  sent  away 
to  other  Sanatoriums  under  the  County  Scheme. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary.  Patients  attend  under  the  follow- 
ing circumstances  : — 

(1)  Cases  attending  for  examination  for  the  purpose  of 
diagnosis. 

(2)  Contacts  attending  for  examination  and  observation. 

(3)  Doubtful  cases  attending  for  re-examination  anti 
further  observation  until  a diagnosis  is  made. 

(4)  Patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  who  are  under 
medical  treatment  by  their  own  doctor,  and  who  attend 
periodically  for  supervision. 

(5)  Patients  who  are  tuberculous,  and  who,  being  unable 
to  afford  medical  treatment,  attend  for  treatment  at  the 
Dispensary. 

During  the  year  181  patients  attended  at  the  Dispensary.  Of 
these  patients,  93  were  patients  who  had  attended  the  Dispensary 
previously  and  98  were  new  cases.  Of  the  98  patients  attending 
for  the  first  time,  31  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis,. 
25  were  considered  not  to  be  tuberculous,  and  42  were  recom- 
mended to  attend  for  re-examination  and  further  observation,  as 
the  diagnosis  was  not  definite  at  the  time  of  their  first  attendance. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  made  by  patients  during  the 
year  was  567. 

The  number  of  patients  recommended  from  the  Dispensary  for 
institutional  treatment  was  29  ; 12  being  admitted  to  a Hospital  for 
advanced  cases  and  17  sent  away  to  Sanatoriums. 
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Tuberculosis  Block — Isolation  Hospital.  The  cases  under 
treatment  during  1922  as  in-patients  are  summarised  in  the 
subjoined  table  : — 


Male. 

Female 

Total 

Cases. 

Resident 

in 

Harnes. 

Non- 

Resident. 

Total  cases  under  treat- 
ment durjng  1922 

19 

23 

42 

13 

29 

Patients  under  treatment 

on  January  1st,  1922  ... 

5 

4 

9 

1 

8 

Patients  admitted  during 

the  year 

14 

19 

33 

12 

21 

Patients  discharged 

9 

12 

21 

5 

16 

I Transferred  to  sanatorium 

3 

2 

5 

2 

3 

( Returned  home  ... 

6 

10 

16 

3 

13 

Patients  died 

4 

5 

9 

5 

4 

Patients  still  under  ti'eat- 

1 

ment,  December  31,  1922 

6 

6 1 

12 

3 

9 

The  majority  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Hospital  were  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease. 

The  reason  for  admission  in  many  of  the  cases  is  to  provide 
proper  treatment  and  nursing  when  this  cannot  be  obtained  at  the 
patient’s  home,  and,  frequently,  the  object  of  admission  is  to 
prevent  infection  of  other  members  of  the  patient’s  family  when  the 
patient  cannot  be  provided  with  adequate  isolation  at  home. 

Of  the  42  cases  under  treatment  during  the  year,  13  were 
residents  from  the  Barnes  Urban  District,  and  29  were  admitted 
from  other  Sanitary  Areas  in  Surrey. 

Five  of  the  patients  so  far  improved  under  treatment  as  to 
admit  of  their  transference  to  a Sanatorium 

Sixteen  patients  were  discharged  to  their  home  (8  of  these 
were  much  improved  in  health,  in  3 the  disease  was  stationary,  and 
in  5 the  disease  was  further  advanced).  Nine  patients  died  in 
Hospital,  a high  mortality  consequent  on  the  type  of  case  admitted. 

Patients  sent  to  Sanatoriums.  The  number  of  patients 
from  the  Barnes  Urban  District  admitted  to  Sanatoriums  during 
the  year  was  17 ; all  being  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
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3.  NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
AND  OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

There  have  during  the  year  been  no  cases  under  this  heading, 
of  sickness  and  invalidity  which  have  been  specially  noteworthy 
in  the  District,  with  the  exception  of  whooping-cough  and 
influenza. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Whooping-cough  was  prevalent  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  its  incidence  falling  mainly  on  infants  and  very  young 
children. 

All  cases  reported  were  followed  up  by  the  Health  Visitors, 
and  exclusion  from  School  of  the  patient  and  contacts  effected. 

To  obtain  information  of  the  existence  of  whooping-cough,  the 
disease  being  non-notifiable,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  to 
depend  largely  on  the  co-operation  of  Head  Teachers  in  reporting 
cases,  or  suspected  cases,  of  the  disease  amongst  scholars. 
Effective  measures  for  preventing  or  limiting  the  spread  of  this 
disease  cannot  be  taken  unless  Head  Teachers  promptly  report  all 
cases  as  they  occur  in  their  schools. 

There  were  4 deaths  from  this  disease  representing  a death- 
rate  of  0'12  per  1,000  of  population,  contrasted  with  a death-rate  of 
0-09  for  London  and  0-10  for  England  and  Wales. 

INFLUENZA. 

Influenza  was  again  prevalent  in  this  District  in  1922,  and  was 
of  a severe  type  in  a large  proportion  of  cases.  The  serious  com- 
plications were  in  the  main  pulmonary. 

A stock  of  influenza  vaccine  was  kept  at  the  Health  Depart- 
ment available  for  Medical  Practitioners  wishing  to  use  it. 

Deaths  of  Barnes  residents  from  influenza  numbered  5,  repre- 
senting a death-rate  of  0‘14  per  1000  of  population  ; the  death-rate 
of  O' 13  for  London  and  0'22  for  England  and  Wales. 
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POOR  LAW  MEDICAL  RELIEF. 

The  following  is  a summary  regarding  Poor  Law  Relief  for 
^persons  in  this  District  during  the  year  1922: — 

(1)  The  number  of  orders  issued  for  Medical 

Attendance  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

(2)  The  number  of  orders  issued  for  admis- 

sion to  the  Workhouse  and  Infirmary  147 

(3)  The  number  of  deaths  which  have 

occurred  amongst  Barnes  and  Mort- 
lake  residents  in  the  Poor  Law 
Institution  38 

4.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  was  adopted  in  Barnes 
in  1913. 

In  1917  an  arrangement  between  the  Barnes  Urban  District 
Council  and  the  Surrey  County  Council  was  made,  whereby  the 
Surrey  County  Council  became  the  Authority  responsible  for  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  within  the  Urban  District,  and 
the  various  services  and  arrangements  for  attending  to  the  health 
of  mothers  and  young  children  under  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Act  are  made  by  the  County  Council  as  a part  of  the 
County  Scheme. 

In  practice,  part  of  the  services,  namely,  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  the  Home  Visiting,  are  undertaken  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as  Medical  Officer  to  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  and  by  two  Health  Visitors,  whose 
duties  also  include  other  branches  of  public  health  work  in  the 
District.  There  is  thus  secured  the  fullest  co-ordination  in  all 
spheres  of  preventive  work.  Assistance  is  also  given  at  the  Centre 
by  voluntary  helpers. 

The  above  infant  welfare  work  is  supervised  by  a local 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  consisting  of  members  of 
the  Barnes  Urban  District  Council  and  additional  co-opted 
imembers. 
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Infant  welfare  work  during  1923  has  been  very  thoroughly 
carried  out,  and  has  undoubtedly  been  effective  in  assisting  to 
secure  the  extremely  low  death-rate  amongst  infants  for  the  year. 
The  work  carried  out  is  summarised  below  : — 

Home-Visiting. 

The  homes  of  all  newly-born  infants  amongst  the  working 
classes  have  been  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  as  soon  as  possible 
after  birth.  They  were  revisited  as  often  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  particular  cases  indicated. 

An  endeavour  was  made  to  persuade  as  many  mothers  as 
possible  to  attend  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  and  the  Health 
Visitors  kept  in  touch  with  those  infants  whose  mothers,  for  one 
reason  or  another,  either  could  not  or  did  not  attend  at  the  Centre. 

Notifications  in  respect  of  475  births  were  received  during  the 

year. 

Of  these  475  infants  whose  births  were  notified,  426  were  visited 
in  their  homes  by  the  Health  Visitors,  and  1066  re-visits  were  made 
to  the  homes  of  such  of  those  infants  as  appeared  to  require 
“ following-up.”  It  will  be  seen  that  98  per  cent,  of  the  total  births 
notified  were  home-visited. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  have  been  held 
weekly  in  premises,  admirably  suited  to  the  work  of  the  Clinics,  at 
the  Technical  Institute,  North  Worple  Way,  Mortlake. 

The  work  carried  out  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  during  1923 
has  proceeded  on  the  following  lines : — 

All  infants  and  children  attending  the  Clinics  have  been 
regularly  weighed  and  kept  under  observation,  so  that  any  departure 
from  normal  health  might  be  discovered  at  the  earliest  stage. 

All  infants  and  children  at  their  first  attendance  at  the  Clinic, 
and  subsequently  whenever  appearing  to  be  ailing  or  not  making 
satisfactory  progress,  have  been  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer,  and 
advice  given  to  the  parents. 
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Educational  work,  which  is  essential  to  the  proper  conduct  of  an 
Infant  Welfare  Centre,  has  been  both  individual  and  collective  ; indi- 
vidual advice  has  been  given  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  by  the  Medical 
Officer  at  consultations  with  mothers,  and  collective  instruction  has 
been  given  by  Officers  on  the  Staff,  in  the  form  of  lectures  and 
addresses  to  mothers  on  the  care  and  management  of  their  children. 

One  of  the  chief  aims  at  the  Centre  has  been  to  encourage 
breast-feeding. 

Infants’  foods  for  artificial  feeding  have  been  supplied  at  the 
Centre  at  cost  price  to  mothers  in  cases  in  which  continuance  of 
breast-feeding  has  been  found  to  be  impossible  or  has  already  been 
abandoned.  Infants’  foods  are  supplied  to  mothers  only  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer. 

The  numher  of  new  cases,  the  total  number  of  infants  and 
young  children  attending  at  the  Centre,  and  the  total  attendances 
made  by  them  during  the  year  are  set  out  below  : — - 


Number  of  new  cases  under  1 year 
Number  of  new  cases,  1 to  5 years 


119 

63 


Total  new  cases  (infants  and  children  

under  5 years)  ...  ...  ...  ...  182 


Number  of  infants  under  1 year  attending  161 
Number  of  children,  1 to  5 years  attending  107 

Total  number  (infants  and  young  children  

under  5 years)  attending  ...  ...  268 

Attendances  made  by  infants  under  1 year  1645 
Attendances  made  by  children,  1 to  5 years  938 

Total  attendances  of  infants  and  children  

under  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  2583 


Attendances  made  by  mothers  ...  ...  2503 


The  average  attendance  per  week  at  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre  of  infants  was  51  per  week,  and  the  average 
attendance  of  mothers,  50  per  week. 
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Other  Services  provided  under  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Act. 

The  other  services  for  which  the  County  Council  make  pro- 
vision under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  are  administered 
as  part  of  the  general  County  Scheme,  and  are  enumerated 
hereunder : — 

Maternity  Hospital  provision,  or  beds  in  a Hospital  for 
complicated  cases  of  pregnancy,  or  for  the  treatment  of 
complications  arising  after  parturition,  whether  in  the  mother 
or  the  infant,  and  for  cases  where  the  home  circumstances  are 
unsuitable  for  the  confinement. 

The  provision  for  payment  for  skilled  medical  assistance 
in  the  home  in  the  case  of  necessitous  women  for  whose 
confinement  a doctor  has  been  called  in  by  a midwife. 

Home-helps  in  cases  where  a person  is  needed  to  look 
after  the  home  during  the  lying-in  period,  whether  the  confine- 
ment takes  place  at  home  or  in  a hospital. 

Convalescent  homes  for  mothers  and  their  infants. 

Homes  for  widowed,  deserted  and  unmarried  mothers, 
and  for  illegitimate  children. 

The  County  Council  accept  responsibility  for  charges  incurred 
in  the  provision  of  the  above  services  provided  that  the  charges  are 
reasonable  and  the  parents  contribute  according  to  their  means. 

Day  Nursery.  The  Barnes  and  Mortlake  Day  Nursery,  which 
is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  takes  care,  by  day,  of 
infants  and  young  children  under  the  age  of  5 years  whose  mothers 
go  out  to  work. 

An  account  of  the  work  of  the  Nursery  will  be  found  in  the 
report  of  the  Voluntary  Committee  who  manage  it. 

The  Urban  District  Council  make  a contribution  of  £100  per 
annum  towards  tbe  cost  of  this  Institution. 
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5.  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

Two  whole-time  Health  Visitors  are  employed  in  the  District, 
and  work  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Their  duties  include: — 

1.  Inspection  of  children  in  the  Public  Elementary  Schools. 

2.  Attendance  at  (a)  School  Clinics; 

(b)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics; 

(c)  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

3.  Home-visiting  in  connection  with  : — 

Notified  Births  ; 

Child  Welfare  in  respect  of  children  under  5 years  ; 
School  children  found  defective,  etc. ; 

Infectious  diseases,  e.g.,  Measles,  Whooping-cough,  etc. 
Tuberculosis  cases  ; 

Supervision  of  mentally  defective  children. 

A tabular  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Visitors  during  the  year  is  given,  together  with  the  figures  for  the 
previous  year  for  comparison  : — 


School  Inspection, 

1922. 

1923. 

Schools  Inspected  ... 

14 

14 

Visits  to  Schools  for  Inspection 
of  Children 

508 

570 

Inspections  of  Children  for  defects 

29,401 

32,268 

Children  excluded  for  verminous 
conditions 

257 

216 

Home  visits  to  defective  Children 

246 

373 

School  Clinics, 

Attendances  by  Health  Visitors  at 
School  Clinics 

164 

149 

Attendances  by  Children  at  School 
Clinics  ... 

2,239 

2,067 

Notified  Births, 

Notifications  received 

504 

485 

Visits  to  notified  births  (1st  visits) 

345 

426 

Re-visits  to  Infants  under  1 year 
and  to  Children  under  5 years 

358 

1,066 
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1922. 

1923. 

Attendances  by  Health  Visitors  at 
Child  Welfare  Centre 

94 

104 

Attendances  of  Infants  under  1 year 

2,188 

1,645 

Attendances  of  Children  1 to  5 years 

893 

938 

Attendances  of  Mothers  ... 

3,305 

2,503 

Tuberculosis  Work. 

Attendances  by  Health  Visitors  at 
the  Dispensary 

103 

97 

Home  visits  to  Tuberculosis 
patients 

325 

257 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Home  visits  to  cases  of  infectious 

disease  ... 

422 

170 

6.  SUMMARY  OF  NURSING 

ARRANGE- 

MENTS,  HOSPITALS  AND  < 

OTHER  INSTITU- 

TIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR 

THE 

DISTRICT. 

(i)  Professional  Nursinjjf  in 

the  Home. 

(a)  General  Nursing.  A District 

Nurse, 

employed  by  the 

Mortlake  Nursing  Association  is  engaged  in  General  Nursing 
work  in  the  homes  of  the  poorer  inhabitants.  General  Nursing 
work  of  this  nature  is  undertaken  in  this  District  entirely  by 
Voluntary  Associations;  neither  the  Urban  District  Council  nor 
the  Surrey  County  Council  have  made  any  arrangements  in  this 
respect. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases.  No  provision  has  been  made  for  the 
actual  nursing  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  in  the  homes  of  the  poor. 

(2)  Midwives. 

There  are  10  Midwives  practising  in  the  District — 4 of  these 
are  resident  within  the  District,  and  6,  although  resident  outside 
the  Urban  District,  occasionally  practise  in  Barnes. 

There  are  no  Midwives  working  in  the  District  employed  by  or 
subsidised  by  a Public  Health  Authority,  and  I do  not  consider 
such  provision  is  needed. 
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(3)  Clinics,  Treatment  Centres,  etc. 


Name  of  Clinic,  etc. 


{a)  Situated  in  the  District : 

Maternity  and  Child  Wel- 
fare Clinic 

School  Clinics — 
Attendance  Clinic 
Minor  Ailments  Clinic... 
Eye  Clinic 
Dental  Clinic 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary 


Address. 


Days  of  attendance.  Provided 

I by. 


Technical  Institute, 
North  Worple  Way, 
Mortlake  ... 


Thursday,  2.30 


Surrey 

County 

Council 


» > 

J t 
>» 

South  Worple  M^ay, 
Mortlake  ... 


Monday,  10 
Wednesday,  2 
Monday,  2 
Tuesday,  2 


I Wednesdays,  6 
I Friday,  10 


»l 


»» 


Day  Nursery  

(b)  Situate  outside  District : 
Venereal  Diseases  Clinics 


Afon  House,  High 
Street,  Mortlake  ... 

Daily,  Monday  to 
Saturday 

Vo  1 u n- 
tarysub- 
scription 

Richmond  Royal 
Hospital 

West  London  Hos- 
pital, Hammersmith 

1 

Males,  Tuesday 
and  Friday,  6 
Females,  Tues- 
, day  & Friday,  5 

Daily  5.30 

Surrey 

County 

Council 

» • 

And  at  21  other 
Hospitals  in  the 
County  of  London 

Various  times  as 
advertised 

J 1 

(4)  Hospitals  provided  or  Subsidised  by  the 
Urban  District  Council  or  by  the  Surrey 


County  Council. 


(i)  Tuberculosis — 

(a)  Institution  situated  within  the  District. 

Barnes  Isolation  Hospital.  By  agreement  between  the 
Surrey  County  Council  and  the  Barnes  Urban  District  Council, 
a Tuberculosis  Pavilion  containing  12  beds,  to  accomrnodate 
6 male  and  6 female  patients,  is  provided  for  the  reception  of 
cases  from  Barnes  District  and  from  the  remainder  of  the 
Administrative  County  of  Surrey. 

(b)  Institutions  available  situated  outside  the  District. 
Patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  may  be  sent  at  the 

cost  of  the  Surrey  County  Council  to  various  Sanatoria  or 
special  Hospitals. 
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(а)  Maternity.  The  Surrey  County  Council  have  arranged 
for  Hospital  beds  for  women  needing  special  treatment  during 
■confinement  to  be  available  at  various  Hospitals,  all  of  which 
are  situated  outside  the  District. 

(3)  Children’s  Hospital.  There  is  no  Hospital  situated  within 
the  District  for  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  children.  The  Royal 
Hospital,  Richmond,  the  Putney  Hospital,  and  the  West  London 
Hospital,  Hammersmith,  are  mainly  resorted  to  for  these  purposes, 
but,  in  addition,  use  is  made  of  the  General  and  Children’s 
Hospital  situated  in  the  County  of  London.  An  annual  donation  is 
made  by  the  Barnes  District  Council  to  the  three  Hospitals  first 
mentioned. 

(4)  Fever  Hospital.  The  Barnes  Isolation  Hospital, 
situated  in  South  Worple  Way,  Mortlake,  is  provided  by  the 
Council  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and  has 
accommodation  (on  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  basis)  for  40  cases 
apportioned  as  follows  : — 

12  beds  for  Scarlet  Fever, 

14  beds  for  Diphtheria. 

14  beds  for  the  purpose  of  observation,  isolation  of  cases 

of  cross  infection,  or  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  other 

than  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria. 

(5)  Smallpox  Hospital.  Hospital  accommodation  for  cases 
of  Smallpox  arising  in  this  District  is  provided,  by  arrangement 
-with  the  Surrey  County  Council,  at  the  Smallpox  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Clandon,  Surrey. 

The  removal  of  cases  to  the  Hospital  by  ambulance  is  under- 
taken by  the  Surrey  County  Council  at  the  cost  of  the  Barnes 
District  Council. 

(б)  General  Hospitals. — There  is  no  general  hospital  situated 
-within  the  District.  Use  is  made  of  the  Richmond  and  Putney 
Hospitals,  and  of  the  General  and  Special  Hospitals  situated  in  the 
County  of  London. 

Increased  facilities  for  both  in-patient  and  out-patient  treat- 
ment of  cases  of  non-infectious  diseases  are  urgently  required,  and 
1 am  of  opinion  that  further  provision  made  should  be  by  increasing 
the  facilities  for  treatment  at  already  established  institutions. 
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(5)  Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried 
iVlothers,  Illegitimate  Infants  and  rlome- 
less  Children. 

This  provision  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act  is 
made  by  the  Surrey  County  Council  in  Institutions  which  are  out- 
side the  District. 

(6)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases.  Two  horse  ambulances  are  provided 
by  the  Council  for  removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  one  for  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and 
one  for  other  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

A motor  ambulance  in  place  of  the  last-mentioned  horse-drawn 
ambulance  would  be  far  more  efficient ; it  would  enable  patients  to 
be  more  promptly  removed  into  hospital,  a very  important  step 
particularly  in  times  of  epidemic. 

(b)  For  N on-infectious  and  Accident  Cases.  The  Council  have 
provided  a motor-ambulance  which  is  primarily  intended  for  use  in 
case  of  accidents,  when  no  charge  is  made. 

It  may  also  be  hired  for  residents  of  the  District,  for  the  con- 
veyance of  non-infectious  cases  to  hospital,  etc.,  upon  the  payment 
of  a nominal  scale  of  charges,  according  to  distance.  These  fee& 
may  be  remitted  in  necessitous  cases. 

7.  LABORATORY  WORK,  Etc. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  swabs  for  the  detection  of 
diphtheria  bacilli  and  of  sputum  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli 
are  undertaken  at  the  Council’s  laboratory. 

Pathological  outfits  are  provided  by  the  Council  for  practitioners’ 
use,  and  specimens  sent  by  medical  practitioners  from  patients 
in  the  district  are  examined  free  of  charge. 

Examinations  undertaken  during  the  year  amounted  to  386,  for 
diphtheria  bacilli  253,  for  tubercle  bacilli  133. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  supplied  from  the  Public  Health 
Department  to  Medical  Practitioners  applying  for  it  for  their 
patients  resident  in  this  district : antitoxin  supplied  in  this  way  is 
charged  for  at  cost  price  unless  the  patient  to  whom  it  was 
administered  is  subsequently  transferred  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
in  which  case  no  charge  is  made. 


Public  Health  Stai-'f. 
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8.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

In  addition  to  carrying  out  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Barnes  Urban  District,  1 act  as  Medical  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  as  Tuberculosis  Officer  for 
the  District,  and  also  carry  out  the  work  of  School  Medical 
Inspection  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  under  the  Surrey 
County  Council  Scheme  within  the  Urban  District. 

Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  services  of  Mr.  T.  Grylls  have 
been  retained  by  the  Council  as  Consulting  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors' 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  and  in  addition,  a 
Certificate  as  an  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Poods. 

The  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  and  his  duties  are 
mainly  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases. 

Health  Visitors.  There  are  two  whole-time  Health  Visitors 
employed  in  the  District : their  duties  include  those  of  School 
Nurse  and  Tuberculosis  Nurse,  work  under  the  Notification  of 
Births  Act,  and  in  connection  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
and  Infectious  Diseases. 

Both  Health  Visitors  are  trained  nurses  and  hold  the  Certifi- 
cate of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  and  one  of  them  also  holds 
the  Health  Visitors’  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Clerical  Staff.  One  whole-time  shorthand-typist  clerk  is 
employed  in  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Isolation  Hospital  Staff.  The  staff  consists  of  the  Matron, 
one  Sister,  and  eight  trained  Nurses:  there  are,  in  addition,  a 
lodge-porter,  a disinfecting  officer,  a boiler  attendant,  a gardener* 
and  eight  domestic  servants  included  in  the  permanent  staff. 

Other  Staff.  Rat  Officer  (whole  time) ; Public  Mortuary  Atten- 
dant ; Superintendent  and  Matron  of  Cleansing  Station  (part  time). 

The  Officers  to  whose  salary  contribution  is  made  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts  or  by  Exchequer  Grants  are  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  two  Health 
Visitors. 
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g.  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  work  undertaken  during  the 
year  by  the  Sanitary  Department  under  the  various  Public  Health 
Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  (including  the  Adoptive  Measures 
given  below),  and  of  the  action  taken.  Particulars  furnished  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  under  Article  XX.  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Order,  1910,  are  included. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Local  Regulations  relating 
to  Public  Health  in  force  in  the  District,  with  date  of  adoption. 


Adoptive  Acts. 


Portion  Adopted 


Date  of  Adoption, 


Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act, 

1890  

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 
Act,  1890 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 

1890  

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 
Small  Dwellings’  Acquisition  Act, 

1899  

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 

Act,  1907  

Notifications  of  Births  Act,  1907 


The  Whole  Act 
1 Part  11. 

I Part  III. 

Part  HI. 

The  Whole  Act 

The  Whole  Act 
i Part  II.,  III.,  IV. 
( (except  Sec.  66) 
The  Whole  Act 


13th  Mar.,  1894 
28th  Sept  , 1897 
11th  July,  1893 

8th  Dec.,  1896 
8th  Aug.,  1893 

12th  Dec.,  1899 
14th  July,  1908 
8th  July,  1913 


Byelaws,  Regulations,  etc. 


New  Streets  and  Buildings 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  ... 
Cleansing  of  Earth  Closets,  &c.... 
Removal  of  Filth  through  Streets 

Offensive  Trades  (Fish-Fryers) 

Slaughter  Houses  ... 

Public  Mortuary  ... 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

Domestic  Servants’  Registries  ... 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  

Fire-escape  in  Factories  and 

Workshops  

Dairies, Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops 

Notification  of  Measles,  &c. 


Notification  of  Human  Anthrax 


Statute. 


Date  coming  into 
Operation. 


P.H.  Act  (Amend.)  Act, 


1890  

Public  Health  Act,  1875 
Public  Health  Act,  1875 
P.H.  Act  (Amend.)  Act, 

1890  

P.H.  Act  (Amend.)  Act, 

1907  

Public  Health  Act,  1875 
Public  Health  Act,  1875 
Public  Health  Act,  1875 
Housing  & Town  Plan- 
ning Act,  1919 
P.H  Act  (Amend.)  Act, 
1907  ... 

Housing  of  Working 
Classes  Act,  1885 
Factory  & Workshops 

Act,  1901  

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milk  Shops  Order,  1 885 
City  of  Leeds  (iMeasles 
and  German  Measles) 
Regulations,  1920  ... 
Infectious  Diseases 
(Notification)  Act, 1899 


15th 

April, 

1914 

17th 

Dec., 

1894 

21st 

Feb., 

1906 

22nd 

Mar., 

1912 

28th 

May, 

1913 

17th 

Dec., 

1894 

23rd 

Dec., 

1895 

19th 

June, 

1912 

11th 

July, 

1922 

10th 

Aug., 

1909 

27th 

Nov., 

1897 

24th 

April, 

1908 

13th 

Oct., 

1903 

8th 

Mar., 

1920 

5th 

Mar., 

1921 

Sanitary  Administration. 


41 


Table  showing  the  number  and  nature  of  the  inspections  made 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  1922,  the  number  of  notices 
served  in  respect  of  defects  found  in  the  course  of  inspection,  and 
the  number  of  notices  complied  with  : — 


Action  taken 

in  respect  of 

defeclive 

conditions. 

Number 

Number 

of 

Nature  of 

of 

Visits  of 

Informal 

Statutory 

Inspections. 

Premises 

Inspection 

Notices. 

Notices. 

inspection. 

Number 

Complied 

Number 

Complied 

issued. 

with. 

issued. 

with. 

Milkshops 

25 

53 

4 

4 



— 

Butchers’  Shops 

29 

308 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Fishmongers  and 

Poulterers 

19 

218 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Greengrocers 

32 

84 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Cooked-provision 

shops 

11 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Restaurants  ... 

10 

20 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Fried-tish  Shops 

5 

60 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Slaughter-houses 

1 

103 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses  ... 

14 

28 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Chocolate  Factory  ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories 

2 

6 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Workshops 

86 

86 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Workplaces  ... 

22 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Homeworkers 

18 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Schools 

34 

48 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Places  of  Amusement 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Van  Dwellers 

7 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dwelling  - houses  (in- 

eluding  houses  let 

in  lodgings) : — 

(1)  House  - to  House 

Inspection  .. 

112 

374 

12 

12 

— 

— 

(2)  Inspected  on  com- 

plaint 

330 

(3)  Inspected  in  course 

of  other  work : — 

(a)  Housing  work, 

I2294 

1 541 

337 

18 

10 

etc. 

253 

(b)  For  infectious 

Diseases 

170 

> 

Totals 

1187 

3745 

585 

381 

18 

10 
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Table  of  Defective  Conditions  Remedied. 

Drainage. 

Drains  inspected  on  complaint 
,,  Water  tests  applied 

,,  Smoke  tests  applied 

,,  Cleansed  or  repaired 

„ relaid 

,,  reconstructed 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired 

„ ,,  new  provided 

Interceptors — caps  fixed 
Soil  Pipes  renewed  ... 

,,  „ new  provided 

Ventilating  Shafts  repaired  . . 

Fresh  air  inlets  repaired  or  new  provided 
Rain  water  pipes  disconnected  from  drains 

Wafer  Closets. 

Pans  and  traps  provided 
Waste  water  preventers  repaired  ... 

„ „ „ new  provided 

„ ,,  ,,  Water  supplied 

Apartments  repaired 

,,  lighted  and  ventilated 

Sinks  and  Baths. 

Repaired  or  newly  fixed 
Waste  pipes  repaired 
,,  ,,  newly  fixed 

,,  „ trapped  

Cesspools. 

Abolished 

Urinals. 

Repaired  or  cleansed 
Flushing  apparatus  provided 
Structurally  improved 


65 

42 

29 
58 
14 

2 

9 

9 

2 

2 

2 

5 

23 

2 

30 
40 

6 
29 
91 


65 

25 

19 

3 


6 

8 

3 
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Water  Supply. 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 

...  38 

Taps  off  main  provided 

4 

Dustbins. 

Provided 

...  107 

Ashpits  abolished 

2 

Yards, 

Paving  repaired 

...  66 

Newly  paved  ... 

...  31 

Dampness. 

Roofs  repaired 

...  97 

Gutters  and  rain  water  pipes  repaired 

...  85 

Damp  proof  courses  provided 

...  118 

External  wall  repointed 

..  40 

Floor  spaces  ventilated 

2 

Dangerous  structures  repaired  or  rebuilt  ... 

4 

General. 

Pood  larders  ventilated  or  new  provision  provided 

...  118 

Windows  repaired 

189 

,,  made  to  open 

10 

Stairs  repaired  or  handrails  provided 

13 

Grates  repaired  or  renewed 

...  83 

Smoky  chimneys  remedied  ... 

...  22 

Washing  coppers  repaired  ... 

...  59 

Walls  and  ceilings — plaster  repaired 

...  Ill 

1,  „ stripped  and  redecorated 

...  708 

Floors  repaired 

...  50 

Verminous  premises  fumigated  and  cleansed 

11 

,,  bedding  cleansed  or  destroyed 

9 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ... 

...  24 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied 

...  50 

Animals  improperly  kept 

7 

Stables. 

Manure  receptacles  provided  or  repaired  ... 

2 

Floors  and  yards  properly  paved  and  drained 

2 
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In  Connection  with  Infections  Disease. 


Rooms  disinfected 

,,  stripped  and  cleaned 
Lots  of  bedding  disinfected 
„ ,,  destroyed  ... 

The  following  Schools  were 
year : — 


219 

...  ...  ...  ...  56 

220 

9 

also  disinfected  during  the 


Public  Elementary  Schools. 

Westflelds  Infants. 
Westfields  Girls 
Castelnau  Council. 


Private  Schools. 

Castelnau  College. 
Temple  Grove  School. 


Legal  Proceedings. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in 
any  instance  during  the  year. 


FOOD  SUPPLY  AND  PLACES  WHERE  FOOD  IS 
STORED  OR  PREPARED. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  is  no  indication  that  the  milk  supplied  has  been  below 
the  average. 

With  regard  to  adulteration,  63  formal  samples  of  milk  were 
taken  by  the  County  Inspector  under  the  Sale  of  food  and  Drugs 
Act  (the  Surrey  County  Council  being  the  authority  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  the  Sale  of  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  within  the 
District).  Of  these  samples  of  milk,  none  were  found  to  be 
adulterated. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk-shops  Reg^ulations.  The 

number  of  milk-shops  and  milk-stores  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  25.  There  are  also  three  firms  registered  as  retailers 
■of  milk  in  the  District,  but  whose  premises,  from  which  their  milk 
is  retailed,  are  situated  outside  the  District. 

There  is  no  cow-shed  in  the  District. 
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All  the  milk-shops  and  milk-stores  have  been  kept  under  close 
supervision  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector:  in  4 instances  where  the 
conditions  were  found  not  to  be  satisfactory,  remedy  was  obtained' 
by  the  service  of  informal  notices. 

Two  purveyors  of  milk  in  this  District  have  been  granted 
licences,  in  accordance  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,. 
1922,  made  under  Section  3 of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment) 
Act  1922,  to  sell  “Certified”  milk  within  the  District.  They  have 
contrived  to  sell  “Certified”  milk  throughout  the  year. 

In  the  case  of  “Certified”  milk,  produced  and  distributed,  as 
it  must  be,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order,  it  is  possible  to  secure  far  greater  freedom 
from  contamination  than  in  the  case  of  milk  produced  and 
distributed  under  the  conditions  that  ordinarily  prevail  in  this 
country.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  same  safeguards  that  apply  in 
in  the  case  of  “ Certified  ” milk  cannot  be  extended  to  the  produc- 
tion and  distribution  of  all  milk  sold  for  consumption. 

Meat. 

Meat  from  outside  the  District  comes  in  mainly  from  the 
Smithfield  and  Islington  Markets,  and  such  meat  is  inspected  at 
the  place  of  slaughter. 

In  spite  of  inspection,  diseased  meat  may  get  through,  and 
meat  may  also  deteriorate  before  it  reaches  the  purchaser.  Regular 
and  frequent  inspections  of  meat  exposed  for  sale  in  all  butcher’s 
shops  are  therefore  necessary,  and  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  detect  diseased  or  unsound  meat. 

Meat  killed  in  the  District  receives  efficient  inspection ; 
slaughtering  takes  place  at  one  slaughter-house  only,  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  inspects  the  carcases  and  viscera  of  all  animals 
killed  there,  an  arrangement  being  in  force  whereby  he  is  notified 
beforehand,  by  the  Owner,  of  each  occasion  on  which  slaughtering 
takes  place. 

Slaughter 'houses.  The  slaughter-house  above  referred  to 
is  the  only  licensed  slaughter-house  used  in  the  District,  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  it  is  kept  in  excellent  condition. 
Visits  of  inspection  during  the  year  numbered  103. 
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Other  Foods  and  Places  where  Food  is  Prepared. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  food  premises,  other  places 
where  food  is  sold,  stored,  or  prepared  for  sale  or  consumption, 
have  been  periodically  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Such  premises  have  included  fishmongers,  poulterers,  green- 
grocers, restaurants  and  eating-houses,  and  cooked-provision  shops 
(for  list  of  unsound  articles  of  food  discovered,  see  below). 

Bakehouses.  There  are  14  bakehouses  in  the  District ; four 
of  these  are  underground  bakehouses.  These  premises  have  been 
inspected,  and,  apart  from  minor  defects  in  four  instances,  which 
were  remedied  on  informal  notice,  were  found  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  be  in  good  condition.  One  new  bakehouse  was 
opened  during  the  year. 

There  is  also  one  large  chocolate  factory  in  the  District ; this 
has  been  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  course  of  his 
routine  work,  and  conditions  found  satisfactory. 


Unsound  Food. 


As  a result  of  inspection,  a number  of  articles  of  food  in  an 
unsound  condition  were  detected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
the  following  articles  were  surrendered  voluntarily  and  destroyed  : — 


Fish — Skate 
„ Codling  ... 

„ Fresh  Haddocks 
Celery 


1 box. 

...  1 box. 

3 cases. 
...  72  heads. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  Surrey  County  Council ; the 
County  Medical  Officer  has  supplied  me  with  the  following  table, 
setting  out  the  work  undertaken  in  the  District  by  the  County 
Inspectors. 


Sanitary  Administration. 


47 


Return  of  Samples  Analysed  during:  the  Year  ended 
31st  December,  1922. 


Articles. 

Analysed. 

Adulterated  or  deteriorated 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Convic- 

tions 

Formal. 

Informal. 

Total 

Formal. 

Informal. 

Total. 

Milk  

Other  articles... 

63 

2 

63 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  _ 

63 

2 

65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  .supply  is  that  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board, 
and  is  sufficient  and  of  good  quality. 

The  supply  is  constant. 

Almost  entirely  throughout  the  District  the  supply  is  through 
a storage  cistern.  Where  this  system  is  in  use  it  is  desirable,  from 
a health  point  of  view,  to  have  a direct  supply  from  a tap  on  the 
service  pipe,  available  for  water  used  for  drinking  purposes.  In 
only  a relatively  small  number  of  houses  is  this  provision  made. 
Water  in  cisterns  not  only  tends  to  become  flat  and  insipid,  but  is 
liable  to  contamination  whilst  in  the  cistern  ; such  cisterns  require 
to  be  subjected  to  periodical  inspection,  especially  in  poorer  class 
property.  During  the  year  38  cisterns  were  found  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  be  defective,  and  were  remedied.  In  4 instances  a new 
direct  supply  from  a tap  on  the  service  pipe  was  provided. 

RIVER  AND  STREAM  POLLUTION. 

No  case  has  come  to  my  notice  of  pollution  of  streams  by 
effluents,  solid  refuse  or  filth. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  water  carriage  system  of  sewage  disposal  is  in  use  through- 
out the  whole  District,  with  the  exception  of  3 earth  closets  and  13 
cesspools  in  positions  where  connection  with  a sewer  is  difficult 
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or  impossible ; the  condition  of  these  has  been  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Three  cesspools  were  abolished  during  the  year. 

The  purification  of  the  sewage  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
intercepting  sewers  is  undertaken  by  the  Richmond  Main  Sewage 
Board. 


DRAINAGE,  WATER  CLOSETS,  &c. 

Numerous  defects  in  connection  with  water-closets  and  drains 
were  discovered  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  remedy  of  the 
defects  obtained ; these  will  be  found  enumerated  in  detail  in  the 
table  of  Sanitary  Defects  given  above. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  public  conveniences  in  the  District  (both  those  maintained 
by  the  Council,  and  the  public  house  urinals  which  are  entered  from 
the  street  and  available  to  the  public)  have  been  regularly  inspected 
during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  defective  conditions 
found  have  been  remedied ; in  3 instances  the  urinals  were 
structurally  improved. 

The  public  conveniences  maintained  by  the  Council  number  5. 

These  5 public  conveniences  are  for  the  use  of  men  only,  and 
water-closet  accommodation  is  provided  in  only  two  of  them. 

There  are  no  public  conveniences  providing  accommodation 
for  women. 

The  number  of  public-house  urinals  entered  from  the  street 
and  available  to  the  public  is  12. 

There  are  conveniences,  both  urinals  and  water-closet  accom- 
modation, at  3 Railway  Stations  in  the  District ; water-closet 
accommodation  is  provided  at  each  of  the  Stations  for  both  sexes. 
All  are  entered  from  the  Station  premises. 

The  requirements  of  the  District  are  not  met  by  the  above- 
mentioned  facilities,  the  public  conveniences  being  too  few  in 
number,  the  water-closet  accomodation  especially  insufficient  and 
women’s  lavatory  accomodation  entirely  absent  (excepting  the 
lavatories  situated  at  the  Railway  Stations). 
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The  needs  of  the  District  and  the  best  means  of  making 
provision  have  been  carefully  considered  and  arrangements  have 
been  completed  for  the  provision  in  the  immediate  future,  of  a 
suitable  public  convenience,  in  the  centre  of  Mortlake  at  the  inter- 
section of  Sheen  Lane  and  the  Upper  Richmond  Road,  with 
accommodation  for  both  sexes.  It  is  expected  that  similar  additional 
lavatory  accommodation  will  sho^’tly  be  provided  at  a suitable  site  in 
Barnes. 

SCAVENGING  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  scavenging  and  the  disposal  of  the  refuse  from  the  District 
is  undertaken  by  the  Surveyor’s  Department. 

Collection  of  House  Refuse 

House  refuse  has  been  collected  at  least  once  a week  ; during 
the  summer  months  it  is  removed  twice  weekly  from  flat-dwellings 
and  large  establishments.  All  house  refuse  is  removed  to  the 
Council’s  Destructor  for  incineration,  motor-driven  vehicles  being 
very  largely  used  in  its  removal. 

Almost  entirely  throughout  the  District  movable  ash-bins  of 
galvanised  iron  are  in  use.  A small  number  of  fixed  receptacles, 
about  10  in  number,  still  exist  in  West  Road,  Mortlake. 

In  compliance  with  notices  served  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
107  new  movable  ash-bins  have  been  provided  and  2 ash-pits 
abolished  during  the  year. 

Cleansing:  and  Scavenging:  of  Streets. 

The  scavenging  and  cleansing  of  the  streets  have  been 
undertaken  at  frequent  intervals,  the  frequency  depending  upon 
the  character  of  particular  localities.  Those  streets  which  are 
liable  to  greater  pollution  or  fouling,  receive  more  frequent 
attention. 

Mechanical  sweepers  are  largely  used,  and  the  road  sweepings 
are  removed  by  motor-vehicles.  Watering  of  the  street  in  associa- 
tion with  scavenging  has  been  resorted  to  as  far  as  necessary. 
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Disposal  of  Refuse. 

The  house  refuse  removed  is  incinerated  at  the  Council’s 
Destructor.  The  refuse  so  removed  from  the  Barnes  Urban 
District  and  destroyed  during  the  year  amounted  to  9,776  tons. 

In  addition  to  the  refuse  from  Barnes,  that  from  the  Borough 
of  Richmond  is  also  destroyed  at  the  Council’s  Destructor,  the 
amount  dealt  with  from  the  latter  District  during  the  year  being 
9,889  tons. 

Road  sweepings  from  both  Barnes  and  Richmond  District  are 
tipped  on  a site  adjacent  to  the  Destructor. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

A whole-time  Rat  Catcher  has  continued  to  be  employed  by 
the  Council  during  the  year  to  assist  in  the  work  of  rat  destruction, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  Sanitary 
Inspectors  make  inspections  in  the  District  for  the  purpose  of 
discovering  rat-infested  premises. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  3,106  rats’  tails  were 
brought  to  the  Office  by  the  Rat  Catcher  during  the  year, 
contrasted  with  4,956  during  the  year  1922;  poisoned  bait  was  laid 
at  56  premises.  220  complaints  were  received  of  the  presence  of 
rats  on  premises,  and  one  complaint  regarding  mice. 

The  Rat  Catcher  paid  650  visits  to  premises,  in  addition  to 
periodical  visits  to  such  open  places  as  Barnes  and  Sheen  Commons, 
the  Beverley  Brook,  Tow-path,  and  to  Market  Gardens  and 
Orchards. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

The  Disinfecting  Station  attached  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
and  the  Cleansing  Station  situated  at  the  Council’s  Depot,  have 
been  used  for  these  purposes.  In  premises,  disinfection  of  rooms 
vacated  by  persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease  has  been  by 
formaldehyde  vapour,  disinfestation  of  verminous  premises  has 
been  by  fumigation  with  sulphur  dioxide  and  other  means. 

The  number  of  rooms  disinfected  after  the  occurrence  of 
infectious  disease  was  348;  and  99  rooms  were  stripped  and 
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cleansed  on  this  account.  Verminous  premises  fumigated  and 
otherwise  treated  to  rid  them  of  vermin  numbered  10. 

Lots  of  bedding  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  numbered 
220  j 9 lots  of  bedding  were  destroyed. 

Cleansing  Station.  Arrangements  are  in  force  whereby  the 
Council  s Cleansing  Station  is  available  for  the  purpose  of  cleansing 
children  attending  the  Public  Elementary  Schools,  who,  on  account 
of  being  found  persistently  in  a verminous  condition,  are  removed 
theie  from  the  Schools  under  the  powers  conferred  by  Section  122 
of  the  Children  Act,  1908.  The  number  of  children  cleansed  at  the 
Cleansing  Station  on  account  of  the  verminous  condition  of  their 
hair  was  26 ; no  child  was  dealt  with  on  account  of  body  vermin. 

In  addition,  the  Cleansing  Station  is  available  for  the  treat- 
ment of  children  affected  with  Scabies,  23  children  being  treated 
on  this  account  during  the  year. 

No  adult  person  infested  with  vermin  applied  during  the  year 
for  cleansing  of  person  or  clothing. 

PUBLIC  MORTUARY. 

At  the  Public  Mortuary,  adjacent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
43  bodies,  on  which  post-mortem  examinations  were  conducted  and 
inquests  held,  were  received.  Of  this  number,  25  were  bodies  of 
persons  resident  in  the  District ; 15  were  bodies  of  non-residents 
whose  death  occurred  in  the  District,  and  3 were  bodies  of  persons 
unknown.  In  addition,  4 bodies  were  received  into  the  Mortuary 
for  reasons  other  than  inquest  or  post-mortem  examination. 

NUISANCES. 

The  various  nuisances  dealt  with  during  the  year  are  included 
in  the  tabular  summary,  already  given,  of  defects  remedied. 

Nuisances  arising  from  the  keeping  of  animals,  including  fowls, 
duck,  rabbits,  pigeons,  &c.,  at  the  rear  of  houses  having  very  small 
yards  are  of  frequent  occurrence.  Nuisances  arising  from  this  source 
would  be  far  less  frequent,  and  existing  nuisances  more  easily  dealt 
with,  if  Bye-laws  for  the  prevention  of  the  keeping  of  such  animals 
on  any  premises  so  as  to  be  a nuisance  or  dangerous  to  health  were 
adopted.  I have  in  previous  Annual  Reports  referred  to  this  matter. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  only  offensive  trade  carried  on  in  the  District  is  that  of 
Pish  Frying,  which  has  been  declared  to  be  an  “offensive  trade 
within  the  Urban  District,  and  is  controlled  by  Bye-laws 

There  were  on  the  Register  during  the  year  five  premises  on 
which  fish  frying  was  permitted  ; these  premises  having  been 
periodically  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  have  been 
found  by  him  to  be  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Two  applications  were  received  for  establishing  new  fish-frying 
businesses,  but  in  both  cases  permission  was  refused. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

The  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of 
Factories,  Workshops,  and  Home-workers  is  summarised  below  : — 
Number  of  Factories  on  the  Council’s  Register  ...  33 

Number  of  Workshops  and  Workplaces  on  the 

Council’s  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Number  of  Home-workers  on  the  Council’s  Registei  18 
Factories  have  been  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  on 
receipt  of  complaint  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories.  Workshops 
and  Workplaces  have  been  routinely  inspected  by  him,  and  Home- 
workers have  been  kept  under  observation,  especially  in  connection 
with  the  prevention  of  spread  of  infectious  diseases. 


I.  Inspection  of  Factories  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  .Notices 

Factories  

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

6 

2 

Workshops  

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

86 

0 

Workplaces  

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

22 

0 

Total 

114 

2 
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2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Found. 


Remedied. 


Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 
Want  of  cleanliness 
Other  nuisances  ...  _. 


(insufficient 

' ] unsuitable  or  defective 

commodation  . ... 

( not  separate  for  sexes 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 

for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100) 


2 

5 

0 

2 

0 


2 

4 

0 

2 

0 


6 


Total 


Registered  Workshops. 

Motor  and  Cycle  Works 
Blind  Maker  ... 

Boot  Repairers 

.Metal  Workers 

Furrier 

Upholsterers 

Dressmakers 

Tailors 

Workshop  Laundries 
Workshop  Bakehouses 
Others 


9 

1 

20 

1 

1 

4 

15 

10 

3 

14 

25 
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Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remedi- 
able under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts  (s.  5,  1901) : — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  2 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  2 
Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  end  of  the  year,  3 


REGISTRIES  FOR  FEMALE  DOMESTIC  SERVANTS. 

The  above-mentioned  premises  are  controlled  by  bye-laws  in 
force  in  the  District  -.  there  are  5 such  premises  on  the  Register. 
Inspection  during  the  year  disclosed  no  breach  of  the  Bye-laws. 
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lo.  HOUSING. 

The  general  situation  as  regards  housing  has  been  slowly 
improving  in  the  District  during  the  past  three  years. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  erected  annually  during  the 
past  ten  years  has  been  as  follows: — 

1914.  1915.  1916.  1917.  1918.  1919.  1920.  1921.  1922.  1923. 

190  108  55  3 0 6 69  149  110  188 

The  number  of  houses  erected  during  1923  reached  the  level 
olf  that  for  1914,  the  year  of  the  commencement  of  the  War. 

For  the  first  two  years  after  the  War  a large  proportion  of 
the  new  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  under  their  Housing 
Scheme.  Since  the  cessation  of  the  provision  of  houses  by  the 
Local  Authority,  the  number  of  houses  erected  by  private  builders 
has  markedly  increased,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table 
relating  to  the  past  five  years : — 


Year. 

Total  number  of 
houses  erected 
annually. 

Number  of  houses 
erected  by  the 
Council  under  the 
Housing  Scheme. 

Number  of  houses 
erected  by  private 
builders. 

1919 

6 

0 

6 

1920 

69 

14 

55 

1921 

149 

98 

51 

1922 

no 

30 

80 

1923 

188 

0 

188 

Total  (5  years) 

522 

142 

380 

The  great  majority  of  the  houses  erected  by  private  builders 
have  not  been  houses  for  the  working  classes. 

The  Council  has  during  the  year  made  use  of  its  powers  under 
the  Housing,  etc.,  Act,  1923,  and  has  completed  arrangements 
under  Section  5 (l)b  of  that  Act,  whereby  it  has  undertaken  to 
guarantee  the  repayment  to  Societies  incorporated  under  the 
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Building  Societies  Acts,  1874  to  1894,  or  the  Industrial  and 
Provident  Societies  Acts,  1893  to  1913,  of  advances  made  by  the 
Societies  to  their  members  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to 
build  houses  or  acquire  houses,  the  construction  of  which  was 
commenced  after  the  25th  April,  1923. 

In  addition,  the  Council  has  made  full  use  of  its  powers  under 
the  Town  Planning  (General  Interim  Development)  Order,  1922, 
enabling  the  Council  to  permit  development  to  proceed  in  the  area 
pending  the  preparation  of  a Town  Planning  Scheme,  and  ensuring 
that  such  development  in  the  interim  shall  be  as  far  as  practicable 
in  harmony  with  the  maturing  plan.  A Preliminary  Statement  has 
been  prepared  and  awaits  the  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 
The  adoption  of  a Town  Planning  Scheme  for  the  District  will  not 
only  go  far  to  preserve  the  amenities  of  the  District,  but  will  in 
addition  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  in  securing  that  as  healthy 
conditions  as  possible  obtain  in  respect  of  the  future  housing  of  the 
inhabitants. 

Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation. 

Representations  were  made  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  two  houses  which  were  found  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
and  Closing  Orders  were  made  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  in  the  case  of  both  these 
houses. 

One  house,  in  respect  of  which  a Demolition  Order  was  made 
in  1921,  still  continues  to  be  occupied  owing  to  difficulties  in  finding 
accommodation  for  the  tenants  The  housing  conditions  are  in 
this  case  most  insanitary,  and  the  premises  ought  not  to  continue 
in  use  for  human  habitation. 

Action  in  connection  with  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
has  been  limited  in  accordance  with  the  present  difficult  situation 
as  regards  housing  accommodation,  and  closing  or  demolition  has 
not  been  advised,  except  in  cases  where  the  premises  have  been  so 
seriously  defective  as  to  render  such  a course  unavoidable  on 
sanitary  grounds. 
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Remedying  of  Defective  Houses. 

With  regard  to  houses  found,  on  complaint,  or  in  the  course  of 
routine  inspection,  to  be  defective  or  not  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation,  remedy  of  existing  defective  conditions  has  been  secured 
in  the  majority  of  cases  by  the  service  of  informal  notices  ; only  in 
a small  proportion  of  the  cases  has  it  been  found  necessary  to 
resort  to  statutory  powers  to  secure  remedy.  Action  has  been 
taken  both  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  under  Section  28  of 
the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1919. 

Of  the  695  dwelling-houses  inspected  during  the  year  defective 
conditions  were  found  in  the  case  of  417  houses.  Informal  notices 
requiring  remedy  of  defective  conditions  were  complied  with  in  349 
instances,  and  statutory  notices  had  to  be  issued  in  18  instances,  in 
10  of  which  the  notices  were  complied  with. 

In  connection  with  housing  inspection  alone,  no  less  than  2,668 
visits  to  premises  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Increase  of  Rent,  etc.  (Restriction),  Acts.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  reports  that  13  applications  for  certificates  under  the 
above-mentioned  Acts  were  received  during  the  year.  In  7 of 
these  cases  a certificate  was  granted. 

Overcrowding. 

Owing  to  the  continued  shortage  of  houses  overcrowding  is 
unfortunately  still  marked,  especially  in  the  poorer  class  areas. 

The  cost  of  building  houses  under  a Municipal  Scheme  is  still 
so  high  that  the  inhabitants  belonging  to  the  poorer  class  of  the 
community  cannot  afford  to  pay  the  rents  at  which  such  houses 
have  to  be  let.  Houses  erected  by  private  builders  are  all  still 
built  for  sale.  It  does  not  appear  likely  that  there  will  be  any 
marked  abatement  of  the  present  overcrowding  until  houses  are 
erected,  over  the  whole  country,  for  letting,  and  for  letting  at  a 
rent  which  it  is  not  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  ordinary  workman 
to  pay.  At  the  present  time  one  finds  that  as  soon  as  any 
particular  case  of  overcrowding  is  abated  by  the  sub-tenant  of  a 
house  finding  other  accommodation  in  the  District,  another  family 
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from  outside  the  district  comes  in  and  occupies  the  rooms  just 
vacated.  The  abatement  of  overcrowding  in  any  particular  district 
can  only  proceed  along  with  increase  in  housing  accommodation 
throughout  the  country. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings.  The  effect  of  registration  of 
houses  let  in  lodgings,  or  occupied  by  members  of  more  than  one 
family,  is  to  render  the  premises  subject  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Council’s  Bye-laws  relating  to  such  houses. 

The  number  of  houses  on  the  Register  in  1922  was  48,  chiefly 
situated  in  West  Road,  Stanton  Road,  and  Hampton  Square.  As 
a consequence  of  the  adoption  in  1922  of  new  Bye-laws,  made 
under  Section  26  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1919, 
which  apply  to  houses  used  for  occupation  by  the  working  classes, 
and  let  in  lodgings  or  occupied  by  members  of  more  than  one 
family,  irrespective  of  the  amount  of  rent  paid,  the  number  of 
houses  on  the  Register  has  increased  to  105. 

These  premises  have  been  routinely  inspected  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  during  the  year. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  no  Common  Lodging- 
Houses  in  the  District. 

Housing  Statistics  for  1921  (Ministry  of  Health  Table). 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total 188 

(b)  As  part  of  a municipal  housing  scheme  ...  ...  0 

1.  Unfit  dwelling  houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  695 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  “reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation”  415 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 

their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  349 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  etc..  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  0 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served,  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  by  Local  Authority,  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  2 


59 


Housing. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  0 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  A.  FREEAR  WILKES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Healths 
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